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A Hero of Today
     A character achieves the hero status through his life and daily actions.  Joseph Campbell’s novel, The Hero with a Thousand Faces, reveals the ultimate archetypal hero across all mythologies of the world.  Campbell’s study traces the story of a hero’s journey and transformation through the call and succeeding actions.  The main character in the comic book series Daredevil has many characteristics of a hero.  Daredevil was not born with superhero powers, but rather his call to adventure comes after an accident with toxic material.  Despite Daredevil’s attained powers, he ignores them mainly out of fear.  The first summon into the unfamiliar occurs because of his growing awareness of the dangers of society.  Daredevil’s following actions as warrior prevail because he takes it upon himself to bring the guilty to justice.  In order to understand Daredevil as a hero, it is important to review his childhood, the call to adventure, the refusal of the call and supernatural aid, the crossing of the first threshold, and his actions as warrior, all stages laid out by Campbell. 
     According to Joseph Campbell, the difficulties of the first part of a hero’s life cycle normally come at infancy or adolescence.  The hero character can either be predestined from birth, or an incident occurs to set him apart.  The initial stage for heroes that are not predestined at birth comes with a change during the adolescent period.  In some cases, the death of a parent or caretaker can alter the hero.  At a young age, Matt Murdock (Daredevil) has to deal with the death of his mother.  After her death, his father makes a promise to not allow Matt to solve problems through force.  He protects his son from the world, and guides him into his studies.  His father does not allow Matt to play outside with the other kids.  They mock Matt because he becomes a bookworm.  Along with the death of his mother, the teasing by other kids haunts Matt’s childhood.  His childhood sets him apart, and ultimately leads to the call to adventure.   
     In The Hero with a Thousand Faces, the call to adventure for a hero is a sign of destiny.  The eventful encounter reveals an unsuspecting world.  The carrier of destiny appears to mark a new period and present a task that the hero’s unconscious is familiar with but that his conscious is afraid of.  A change occurs in the hero and what was once meaningful may become emptied in value (Campbell 55-58).  Daredevil was not born with a distinctive quality, but rather fate calls with an incident.   When walking down the street one day, young Matt sees a truck speeding towards a blind man.  He saves the old man, but radioactive material falls from the truck onto Matt’s face, blinding him.  Matt now has extreme superpowers: his remaining senses intensify dramatically.  He sees using a radar sense that displays outlines and shapes.  He smells the slightest odor and touches an article to read it.  In Daredevil #1, Matt says “my hearing is so acute, that I can tell if someone is near me just by hearing their heartbeat!”  The destiny of Daredevil comes alive with Matt’s heroic action of trying to save a blind man, thus his call to adventure begins.    
     Even though a hero experiences a summoning, a refusal of the call may take place.  Campbell describes this rejection as “the subject loses the power of significant affirmative action and becomes the victim to be saved” (59). The call unanswered sets the adventure backwards as the hero denies his destiny.  The hero refuses to give in mainly because of fear.  He still possesses his ultimate qualities, the question is just a matter of how long until the hero overcomes his introversion.  At this point, a supernatural aid of some sort often helps the hero undertake his adventure.  The aid represents the protecting powers of fate.  Daredevil does not immediately perform heroic deeds.  As time passes after the accident, Matt attends college.  He remembers his heightened senses, but he avoids them out of fear.  Matt graduates college and starts his own law business.  When someone murders Matt’s father, he wants revenge, but decides to bring criminals to justice using the court system.  Matt then meets Stick, a mysterious blind man who offers to train him in martial arts.  Stick represents the supernatural aid sent to remind Daredevil of his extraordinary powers.  The refusal of the call seems only temporary until the hero unites with his assistance of some sort.     

     After the supernatural aid arrives, the beginning step into the unknown comes with the crossing of the first threshold.  The hero must overcome an unfamiliar boundary and succumb into danger.  Joseph Campbell states “popular belief gives him every reason to fear so much as the first step into the unexplored” (78).  The crossing of the first threshold transits the hero into a sphere of rebirth.  According to The Hero by Baron Raglan, the hero sets out on his journey after reaching manhood.  He makes a definite progress from his former fears (189-190).  The murder of Matt’s father still haunts him.  He wants revenge, but understands that he would be breaking a vow to his father.  As an attorney, Matt promises to bring his father’s killers to justice.  He then considers using his powers to fight positively.  He decides that it would not ultimately be breaking a promise, and he becomes Daredevil.  Matt crosses the first threshold by maturing enough to overcome his fears.  
    After the crossing of the first threshold, the hero commits actions as a warrior.  These actions come as “adult deeds which pour creative power into the world” (337).  In many ways, the hero represents authority.  He ultimately overcomes the enemy, and “is the champion not of things become but of things becoming” (337).  At first, the tyrant intimidates the hero into recession.  However, the hero returns with knowledge that aids in sealing the fate of the tyrant.  This knowledge leads ultimately to the tyrant’s downfall.  In Daredevil #1, Matt avenges his father’s murderers.  He intimidates The Fixer and Slade into confession with his costume and super powers.  However, the two men organize an escape and literally trip Daredevil.  Daredevil then follows the scent of the men’s cigars through the streets.  He corners the men and ultimately turns them over to the Transit Police.  If Daredevil chose not to retaliate against his father’s murderers, they would have continued killing.  At first, he was not sure who the men were, but with the knowledge of his father’s death and others, Daredevil brings them to justice.  He ultimately becomes a positive authority figure.  
     Certain qualities contribute to the definition of a hero.  The Hero with a Thousand Faces by Campbell gives specific aspects of a character’s life in relation to a hero.  Daredevil represents the hero archetype for many reasons.  Throughout his childhood and life, Matt had to deal with the death of his parents.  At a young age, Matt experienced an incident with toxic waste which left him blind, but with extraordinary super powers.  Even though Matt has these powers, he continues living a normal life until he reaches adulthood.  He realizes his calling, and vows to bring the guilty to justice.  The characteristics of his childhood, the call to adventure, the refusal of the call and supernatural aid, the crossing of the first threshold, and his actions as warrior define Daredevil as a hero.  Daredevil possesses qualities similar to mythological heroes, yet represents a strong hero prevalent in modern society.   
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