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A Hero: Spiderman


In the present time Spiderman is regarded as one of the most prestigious heroes in our society.  A spin off from the comic version of Spiderman was created in the year 2002 by Colombia Productions. Spiderman is a legendary hero character who possesses many qualities described by Joseph Campbell in his book, “Hero with a Thousand Faces.”  The Spiderman hero experiences the stages of separation/departure, he undergoes the trials and victories of initiation, and after his long journey he returns and reintegrates into society.

Before becoming Spiderman, Peter Parker was an ordinary high school student.  Peter along with his classmates takes part in a field trip and visit the Colombia University Research Center.  Peter is bitten by a spider and poisoned with its venom.  It is through the spider’s venom that Peter Parker acquires his super powers.  As a part of the stage of the separation and departure from society Peter encounters both physical and emotional change.  Peter is a geek scientist and often the laughing stock of his classmates. His classmates become astonished at his agility and ability to fight well when he is forced to defend himself from a bully.  At this point it is evident that Peter possesses qualities that no other human being does.  At the same time this also serves as recognition that Peter has transcended the barriers of normality. Before his transformation Peter is alienated from society and has had problems integrating since very young. He no longer wears glasses and becomes physically fit. The physical mutation into the human spider has given him confidence and gets rid off the lack of self-esteem. 
It is hard for Peter to undergo these changes and therefore it is necessary to have some sort of guidance.  Campbell states that a major part of the departure process is to encounter supernatural aid.  Peter’s aid comes from the man who raised him, his elder uncle Ben.  His uncle aid comes in the form of advice which is “with great power comes great responsibility.”  This statement later assists Peter through his long journey and adventures.  The advice is Spiderman’s amulet for his journey ahead.  Once Peter has the right mind frame and the super natural powers he is ready to endure the task of stopping criminals and helping the less fortunate in the big city of New York.  Campbell would at this point consider this young man prepared to cross the first threshold (Campbell 77-78). 

Peter’s first encounter with the unknown and unexplored as Spiderman has an unfortunate turn.  As a hero he has the responsibility to defend the good and reject the evil.  In one of his angry moments he lets a robber escape as a vengeful act.  This robber a while later kills his uncle Ben. His uncle’s advice becomes clear to him. Peter is confused as to the changes he underwent and does not know what he should do.  In this experience with the unexplored he realizes that he must be responsible with the super powers he possesses.  Another example of the hero confronting the unexplored is Spiderman’s greatest challenge, the supernatural world.  Through his enemy the Green Goblin, Spiderman experiences trials and tribulations.  Peter realizes that there is true hardship along the way.  He is for the first time challenged and it is apparent to him that there is a struggle of the good versus the evil.  

Campbell points out that in the initiation process there is an encounter between the hero and the woman as a temptress.  Peter battles with an inner struggle that lies primarily with his desire to be with a woman, Mary Jane.  At the same time Mary Jane serves as Peter’s temptation and doubt.  When Mary Jane is in Peter’s presence there is the question of whether or not it is worth giving up enduring in a love relationship with her for the sake of rescuing others.  This becomes a choice for Peter when the Green Goblin forces him to choose whether to save Mary Jane or a group of children.  He tries to save both and is successful. Mary Jane’s role serves as a reminder of the sacrifice he made by choosing to become a hero.
Campbell believes that a hero must return and reintegrate into society.  Spiderman has to face this process of returning to society every time he steps foot into the world of the unexplored.  This hero leaves the natural world often and overcomes obstacles, but soon after he returns to the ordinary world.  “; And his return is described as a coming back out of that yonder zone.” (Campbell 217).  The supernatural world is the yonder zone that Spiderman leaves on a regular basis.  The Spiderman hero is distinct because he does not stop being a hero and does not fully reintegrate into society.  His journey ahead of him is long, but at the same time he must go on living the natural live of Peter Parker.
Spiderman qualifies Joseph Campbell’s description of a hero.  This hero undergoes the departure of society; he faces the trials that come with being a hero, and returns to society on a daily basis.  The changes this young man undergoes are not easy therefore it is vital that he understands the distinct difference between good and evil.    This hero was not forced to become one nor was he chosen from birth.  It was Peter Parkers choice to become a hero.  It is in his nature to be good and the given circumstances granted him with supernatural powers.  He could have at one point joined the Green Goblin in doing evil, but he chose to be a hero instead. Temptation is an enormous part of a hero’s life and therefore it is essential that he chose his own path in order to remain strong and loyal as a hero.
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