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Hero Paper “Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp”

In this enchanting story created in the Middle East, made famous by Disney, the trials and tribulations of the young boy Aladdin include moments of love, adventure, trickery, and deceit.  These qualities are representative of Joseph Campbell’s book titled, “The Hero with a Thousand Faces.” There are many facets that are unique to this story, but they are not necessarily mentioned in the Campbell book, this is what makes this story unique and challenging.  These include the use of a genie’s supernatural powers throughout the story, and that Aladdin does not leave his home town to engage in his adventure, but rather temps fait within his own city walls. These issues are not congruent with Campbell’s outline of a hero, but present interesting challenges.  

One of the strongest points that Aladdin’s story demonstrates is the call to adventure.  Aladdin is a young boy who has no direction in life, his father has passed away and the combination of the two leave the young boy to play aimlessly.  One day while Aladdin is playing, a man comes up to him and proclaims that he is the brother of his deceased father, and that he would like to help out the family.  While they are walking far outside the city the man reveals to Aladdin that he is an African magician.  At this point a transition takes place in Aladdin’s character, which is described very well by Mr. Ramachandra Rao’s book, “The hero achieves his education in selfhood by fleeing from the school of civilization into the wilderness of innocence.” (3) After this point Aladdin begins making decisions on his own, and establishing his own destiny.  The magician then commands the small boy to do as he is told and retrieve a lamp from deep inside a cave.  According to Campbell, this is a classic example of the hero’s departure.  Aladdin has been called to an adventure then is aided by a supernatural being the ‘genie.’  Having passed the first threshold, by escaping the cave that would have become his tomb.  A few things develop that are atypical of the departure description.  First, the call to adventure is done thru trickery and deceit, Aladdin is following this man claiming to be his uncle, and does not go into the cave voluntarily.  Second, Aladdin is aided by the help of the ‘genie’ that in itself does not present a problem, but the fact that the ‘genie’ is the source of his power until the end of the story is unlike any other hero story that I have read.  These qualities do not interfere with Aladdin fulfilling his role as a hero though, but rather they present issues that have not been addressed in Campbell’s interpretation of the hero figure.  

The initiation phase of Aladdin is also a patchwork of Campbell’s criteria, some points seem very prevalent while other are absent.  Aladdin almost becomes exempt from having to preform outrageous tasks that would aid him in the road of trials, because he is aided by the supernatural powers of the‘genie.’  Aladdin does show his ability to use his intellect at the end of the story though, fulfilling the road of trials.  The princess is the focus of Aladdin’s desires, he goes to great lengths to obtain her hand in marriage, and will eliminate others who stand in the way of their life together.  Also included in the initiation phase is the atonement with the father, but this is another unique intricacy that is not prevalent in the Aladdin story.  I attribute this to the fact that Aladdin was written to a different audience, the middle east is not based on Christian values, so it may not be important to have that atonement.  Also within the initiation phase is the apotheosis it is described in two ways, first a person being elevated to the status of god, which Aladdin does not become; and the second, is a model of excellence, which is exactly what Aladdin becomes to the people in his city.  Aladdin is regarded very highly among his people, mainly for preforming task’s of great magnitude with the help of the ‘genie.’   As for effectively completing the ultimate boon, this is questionable; Campbell describes it as “the ease with which the adventure is here accomplished signifies that the hero is a superior man, a born king.” (173)  One side would suggest that Aladdin was destine to fall into this role, others may argue that having the ‘genie’ eliminates this aspect of the initiation process.  Either way Aladdin has developed into an amazing story that entertains children and adults alike.

The return is the final segment of Campbell’s criteria, Aladdin fulfils his roles within the confines of his own city.  He only leaves on one instance, which is when his palace and bride are transported to Africa, Aladdin goes in search of them.  Aladdin’s life is spared by the King after he has returned from his search and brings back his palace and princess.  Aladdin’s most noble move is to defense of them against the evil African magician’s brother, who is revenging his brother’s death.  Aladdin defends his home and wife against the evil powers, and reestablished his right to the throne.   

My views  have been shaped while reading and learning about the hero and Campbell’s interpretation of the hero.  I feel that Campbell’s interpretation is very valid when being compared to many of the mythological stories and Greek tales.  But, to me a hero simply is someone who was made themselves stand out, the criteria does not need to be so ridged.  Giving inspiration to others, presenting standards above the common folks, holding themselves to a higher standard, having qualities that are desirable.  How else does one identify their own parents as hero’s, how is it that celebrities make there way into the minds of all of us? Applying this interpretation to the Aladdin story seems to be much more effective.  The people of city loved Aladdin and the princess, they lived a life and held material things that were desired by all.  Those who knew Aladdin before recognized the steps that he had taken to transform himself from a young boy playing aimlessly, to the king.  Now the story continues to live on forever, exciting all who read it.

