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Extra Credit Report:  The Passion of the Christ


The film The Passion of the Christ produced by Mel Gibson focuses on the last hours of Jesus’ life leading up to and including the crucifiction.  As a film, one can blindly indulge in the suffering and ride the emotional rollercoaster set up by the producers and directors but as a reality I question all that it encompasses.  I do not doubt the literal events such as the teachings and the crucifiction but am unsure of their spiritual significance such as the act of sacrificing Jesus for man’s salvation.


History has proven that a man named Jesus was crucified along with two other men and that this man was of a strongly spiritual kind that preached about God.  Without doubt, he is a great historical figure that moved many.  The events that took place in the film are, in my opinion, factual and that a man named Jesus walked the earth is undisputable.  

The film goes further than recreating history and asserts that Jesus is the Son of God and was sacrificed by God for all mankind.  Was Jesus sacrificed for man’s salvation?  Was he the Son of God and did he perform miracles?  Only each individual can answer these questions for his or herself.  Although I attended a Baptist/ Christian school for ten years as a child, I still do not fully understand why, in the Old Testament, innocent animals were sacrificed.  Thus, I don’t see a connection between sacrificing Jesus and my salvation.  Honestly, I don’t feel that any of the teachers at my school knew either.  

When asked whether or not I believe that the claims made in the film are absolute truth I usually respond that I don’t.  Although I do believe in one God and spirituality, I question the religeous assertions made.  My confusion often lies in the linking of sacrificing to salvation and I struggle in accepting one religeon because it obligates me to condemn the others as false.  Instead, I’ve been trying to find a common ground between the major religeons of the world and work from there. 

