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Extra Credit Report:  To Sleep With Anger
The 1990 film To Sleep With Anger starring Danny Glover is a prime example of a modern day devil-trickster tale.  Harry, played by Glover, uses his charms and extra powers to wreak havoc on an innocent family in order to obtain a tolby charm by deceiving, inverting situations and risking his life.  He deviates only slightly from the accepted trickster traits in that he dies at the end and fails to achieve his goal of destroying the family and getting the tolby charm.  

Harry aptly molds to any situation and brings old friends, superstition, and a rabbit’s foot as well as a knife he used to kill a man, which both have mystical powers, in search of this special charm.  Aside from having items that give him special powers, he embodies opposing characteristics such as life and death and nearly brings physical and emotional death to members of the family.  Although unsuccessful, Harry tries to physically kill Gideon the father of the family and emotionally kill Gideon’s son Junior by nearly breaking up his marriage.  

As any other trickster, he always does what he wants but deviates from the typical trickster because does not achieve his goal and dies.  He does not fully conceal his bad intentions and both his ex-girlfriend and Gideon’s grandson are suspicious and try to stay away from him as much as possible.  In the end, their suspicion overtakes them which causes his demise.  

Aside from this discrepancy, Harry embodies the characteristics of a modern day devil trickster character.  He used his charming ways and external powers to deceive the family and often inverted situations.  He risked his life in order to get a charm and play evil tricks on an innocent family but was unsuccessful and paid the price of death for his actions.

