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Modern Trickster Tale

The Shawshank Redemption. Dir. Frank Darabont. Perf. Tim Robbins, Morgan Freeman, 

Bob Gunton, William Sadler, James Whitemore. Castle Rock Entertainment, 

1994.


I chose “The Shawshank Redemption” as my modern trickster tale because I feel it portrays multiple aspects of traditional trickster tales. In this movie, Tim Robbins plays a banker who is wrongfully imprisoned and now keeps up the warden’s personal ledgers. Robbins eventually realizes that the warden will not allow him to leave because he knows about the illegal money the warden is making. Using cleverness and trickery, Robbins is able to obtain certain items and privileges through connections. He then spends years creating an elaborate scheme which in the end not only sets him free, but turns the warden in and gives Robbins access to all the warden’s illegal money. Therefore, I believe this can be classified as a trickster tail because Robbins uses trickery through means that go against societal norm to come out ahead in the end. As the film concludes, the viewer cannot help but smile at how the warden was tricked and Robbins got away.
